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Many Activities and Large Attendance at 53rd 
GNA Coin Show Held April 21-23, 2017 


Inside this Issue: By Richard Jozefiak 





A crowd of slightly over 2,100 people came to 


53rd GNA Show 1 the 53rd Georgia Numismatic Association (GNA) 
Coin & Currency Show held April 21-23, 2017 at the 

Editor’s Corner 3 Dalton Convention Center in Dalton, GA. 

Lost and Found 5 The show was opened at 10:00 am on Friday, 





April 21 with the ribbon cutting being performed 
Meet Your Board 6 by ANA President Jeff Garrett and GNA President 
Member Greg Ison. Bob Hartje (standing center) speaking to the young 
collectors at the YN Program 


“Did You Know...” v4 The American Numismatic Association (ANA) 
had a table at the show worked primarily by Ms. There were 20 exhibits sub-mitted by 16 
GNA Exhibit Award 9 Amber Bradish from ANA Headquarters. They exhibitors, comprising 53 display cases. Included 
Winners offered membership information, signed up new in the total were 9 YN exhibitors, the most ever 
members and provided general information to the in a single GNA show. Awards were given for 1st, 
A Numismatic Eye 10 public. 2nd and 3rd place for YN class, Large competitive 


on History: Oregon 
Trail Memorial Half 
Dollar 


class (exhibits with more than 4 display cases) and 
Small competitive class (exhibits with 1 to 3 display 
cases). 


Notice of Standard 12 Six educational programs were held during the 





Policy show. The 30-45 m1 presentations were on 
a wide variety of nu atic topics. Many of the 
A Spoil of the 13 speakers were nation-ally renowned numismatists. 
Spanish-American 
War 


ANA at the show (L) Pres. Jeff Garrett, 
ANA Seminar Coord. Amber Bradish 
and National Coord. Richard Jozefiak 


On Saturday afternoon, the YN Program had a 
crowd of over 110 people attending, with over 55 
young people. Lead by Mr. Bob Hartje, a group of 
students presented the play “Charles Barber vs. | 
Teddy Roosevelt--Lady Liberty Gets a Makeover.” ANA Pres. Jeff Garrett (L) and GNA Pres. Greg Ison 

cutting the ribbon to open the show 





All YNs received a goody bag of numismatic 
items, items donated by dealers at the show and the The next show is the 54th GNA Coin & Currency 
GNA. To close the program, the YN Exhibit Awards — Show on April 13-15, 2018 at the Dalton 
were presented to the winners. Convention Center in Dalton, Georgia. 


Additional information can be found: 
www.gamoney.org 
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The ANA welcomes Youngs Numismatics to participate 
In their monthly YN Auctions. 


They are held every month 
beginning on the 1" and closing on the 15". 


Please note, YN Auction lots can only be paid for with YN Dollars 
and both are exclusive for Young Numismatists, age 17 and younger. 


ViSIL WWW. money. ors /VOuns-numismatists/yn-auction 
lor more details on how to earn YN Dollars and participate in the 
monthly auction. 
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Editor’s Corner 


By: Marc Kosanovich 


We are now in, as they say, the dog days of 
summer; soon many of us will return to our normal 
routines with the end of vacations and travels. If 
the sale numbers at the Mint are any indication, 
the marketplace is slow even the extremely popular 
American Silver Eagle program is experiencing 
monthly lows not seen for years. 


During the coming months several regional coin 
shows will welcome the return of many collectors 
exchanging the outside summer heat for the heat of 
the bourse floor. And I am looking forward to seeing 
and talkinf with many of you out on the show floor. 

I received several emails from members with news 
of finding the first coins of 2017. Most of the replies 
said their first finds were cents with a majority of 
those surfacing in March and April. 


I have a new call on behalf of the Journal, we are 


THINKING ABOUT RETIRING? 
HAVE SURPLUS INVENTORY? 
DREAMING OF A VACATION? 


NEED A NEW VEHICLE? 


WE BUY IT ALL!!! 


COINS AND CURRENCY 


CALL NELSON INVESTMENTS, INC. 
FOR A FAIR PRICE. 


941-795-3200 


in need of new advertisers. GNA utilizes advertising 
revenue to offset some of the costs to produce and 
mail the Journal issues; below are the single issue and 
annual advertising rates. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you are 
interested. 

Advertising 


| _Description _| One Issue | Four Issues | 
Full Back Page (8"x10") $250 S800 


Full Inside Front Page S200 S600 
Inside Full Page $125 S400 


Half Page $100 $300 
$200 
Eighth Page (Business Card) $100 


I am continuing my request for articles, short or 
long, for the Journal. You can submit articles or ideas 
to GNAJournalEditor@gmail.com 





All the Best, 
Marc Kosanovich 


AS s Spe 
S  SPECASULTES 


Buying & Selling U.S, Coins & Currency 
Amy & James 
P.O. Box 2066 
Douglasville, GA 30133 


678-414-3856 
steelers13@bellsouth.net 


Your Ad Here! 


Contact Marc Kosanovich, 
GNA Journal Editor for more details: 
GNAJournalEditor@gmail.com 





Page 4 


Volume 53, Issue 3 


Board of Directors 


Greg Ison 
President 
gison@gamoney.org 


Tom Youngblood 
Vice President 
tyoungblood@gamoney.org 


John Morris 
Treasurer 
jmorris@gamoney.org 


Marvin Dudek 
General Secretary 
mdudek@gamoney.org 


Ron Wichman 
Membership Secretary 
rlwichman @bellsouth.net 


Chip Cutcliff 
Governor 
ccutcliff@ gamoney.org 


Chip Davis 
Governor 
cdavis@gamoney.org 


Marc Kosanovich 
Governor & Editor 
mkosanovich@gamoney.org 


Richard Jozefiak 
Governor 
rjozefiak@gamoney.org 


Member Club Reps on GNA Board 


Steven Nix 
Augusta Coin Club 
fleetwoodcoins@hotmail.com 


Marc Kosanovich 
Metropolitan Coin Club of 
Atlanta 
mkosanovich@gamoney.org 


Jim Ford 
Chattanooga Coin Club 
jford@gamoney.org 


ANDERSON, SC 
Anderson Area Coin Club 
Mark Otel 

706-436-1911 


BLUE RIDGE 
NUMISMATIC ASS’N 
Grant Campbell 
706-226-3504 


ATLANTA 
Metropolitan Coin Club 
of Atlanta 

Ron Wichman 
770-394-4103 





Roswell Coin Club 
Mike Mays 
502-445-0627 


Southern Gold Society 
David Crenshaw 
dcnumisma@charter.net 


ALBANY 

Southwest Georgia Coin 
Club 

Jeff Neal 


229-349-3112 


AUGUSTA 
Augusta Coin Club 
Steven Nix 


fleetwoodcoins@hotmail.com. 


Mack Martin 
Anderson (SC) Coin Club 
mmartin@gamoney.org 


Dennis Schafluetzel 
Chief John Ross 
dschafluetzel@gamoney.org 


Steve Nolte 
Mountain Coin Club 
snstevenolte@gmail.com 


Norm Thomas 
Rockdale Coin Club 
nthomas@gamoney.org 


Tom Youngblood 
Rome Coin Club 

Pickens County Coin Club 
tyoungblood@gamoney.org 


Robert Jaques 
Madison County Coin Club 
rjaques@gamoney.org 


Member Clubs 


BLAIRSVILLE 
Mountain Coin Club 
Gene Curry 
706-781-6741 


CARROLLTON 
West Ga Coin Club 

Dr. C. Dean Milford 
404-372-2169 
cdeanmilford@gmail.com 


CHATTANOOGA, TN 
Chattanooga Coin Club 
Dennis Schafluetzel 


423-842-5527 


FORT OGLETHORPE 
Chief John Ross Numis. 
Ass’n 

Dan Card 

423-238-5203 


HUNTSVILLE, AL 
Madison County Coin Club 
Michael Campbell 
256-337-5092 


JASPER 
Pickens County Coin Club 
Butch Roberts 


770-324-8724 








MACON 
Middle Georgia Coin Club 
Bill Lane 


478-986-9795 


MARIETTA 


Marietta/Smyrna Coin Club 


Michael Smith 
770-401-0298 


NORTH CHARLESTON 


Low Country Coin Club 
Bernie Acuff 
burnieacuff@hotmail.com 


ROCKDALE 
Rockdale Coin Club 
David Green 
770-482-1133 


ROME 

Rome Coin Club 
Jerry Howell 
706-234-0760 





South Carolina 


South Carolina Numismatic 


Association 
Pascal Brock 
psbrock @truvista.net 


THOMASVILLE 
Rose City Coin Club 
Jamie Goodson 
229-226-3272 


WARNER ROBINS 
Warner Robins Coin Club 
Dale Scheuneman 
478-922-3598 
dales57s@gmail.com 


Show Calendar 


Greater Atlanta Coin Shows 

10/10, 10/8, 11/12, 12/10 

Hilton Atlanta/Marietta Hotel/Conference Center 
500 Powder Springs Street, Marietta, GA 

Bob O’Brien: 770-772-4359 
atlcoin@hotmail.com, www.aticoins.com 


GNA 54" Annual Coin Show 
April 13-15, 2018 
Northwest GA Trade & Convention 


Center, Dalton GA 
Show information: www.gamoney.org 
Tom Youngblood: 770-815-4042 





North Carolina Numismatic 
Association 59th Anniversary Coin 


Show and Convention 
September 8-10, 2017 

The Park Center, 800 Brier Creek Road, 
The Freedom Hall, Charlotte, NC 28205 
Barry Ciociola: 919-656-3265 


South Carolina 


Numismatic Asociation 

October 27-29, 2017 

Spartanburg Memorial Auditorium 

385 N. Church Street, Spartanburg, SC 
Anthony Chibbaro: 803-530-3668 


Tennessee State Coin Show 
November 3-5, 2017 

Camp Jordan Arena, Chattanooga, TN, 
Gayle Pike: pikegk@aol.com 


Upstate South Carolina Coin Show 
November 3-5, 2017 

Spartanburg Memorial Auditorium, 
Spartanburg SC 

David Burzinski, 864-293-8416 


Augusta Coin Show 

November 17-18, 2018 

Columbia County Exhibition Center 
212 Partnership Drive, Grovetown, Ga 
David Chism: (706) 541-4143 


American Numismatic Association 


National Money Show 
March 8-10, 2018 
Irving Convention Center, Irving TX 


Georgia Numismatic Association (GNA) 
Application for Membership 


(check one category) 
[ | Regular [| ] Junior/Student [ ] 3-Year 
[ ]Club [ ] Life 


Name 


Street 


City Zip 


Phone No. 


E-mail 


| herewith make application for membership in the 
Georgia Numismatic Association, subject to the 
Bylaws of said Association. | also agree to abide by 
the Code of Ethics adopted by the Association. 


Signature of Applicant Date 


Signature of Parent or Guardian* 
*required for Junior/Student applicant 


Membership Dues 
Regular (18 or older) $10 
Junior/Student (1/ or younger) $1 
3-Year (Individual) $20 
Club $15 
Life (Individual) $200 
Life (65 or older) $150 
Life (Club) $150 


Mail application & payment to: 
Georgia Numismatic Association 
P.O. Box 76161 
Atlanta, GA 30358-1161 





All rights reserved. Entire contents Copyright © 2015 by the 
Georgia Numismatic Association. 
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Visit us online: 


www.gamoney.org 
Of 


of 





Lost and Found 


Unclaimed items from the GNA Show: 
1. Camo Tri-Fold Rough Enough Wallet. 
This was turned into Security on Sunday the 23rd. 
2. Apair of Prescription Sun Glasses 


Please feel free to contact any Board member 
for more information. 


ON NNN WW M™»™NW)) 


GNA Offers Scholarship 
to the 2018 ANA Summer Seminar 


The Georgia Numismatic Association (GNA) is 
accepting applications for two scholarships for the 
2018 American Numismatic Association Summer 

Seminar in Colorado Springs. The scholarships 

are available to both young numismatists (YN), 

age 13 to 22, and senior numismatists. 


Y 


Completed applications and recommendations 
must be received by December 31. 


Separate YN and senior scholarship applications are 
available at www.GaMoney.org (select “scholarship” 
on the main page) or by contacting the GNA 
scholarship committee at 423-842-5527 or by 
e-mail at scholarship@GaMoney.org. 


RX OQ QQ QMO 


QONNNnNNNNNNMWWWWWWWWWNMW”W)))) 
AXYQWWMOMOOMiENMBB WWW} |} 


Page 6 Volume 53, Issue 3 


Meet Your Board Member 


Hello, Iam Marvin Dudek, General Secretary on the 
GNA Board of Governors; also, I am also Secretary for 
the Metropolitan Coin Club of Atlanta (MCCA). I started 
collecting at the age of seven when my father gave me a 
Whitman Lincoln Cent folder and several rolls of cents 
from the bank. I enjoyed filling the holes and Dad would 
swap my searched rolls with new ones every week. 


For me coin collecting went on hiatus from my teenage 
years until I retired, a friend of mine, who collects buffalo 
nickels with a passion, invited me to go with him to the 
2013 GNA coin show in Dalton, Georgia. Expecting only 
to buy some well-worn Morgan Dollars for their silver 
content, instead I found myself bitten by the numismatic 
bug. Later I attended the 2014 ANA Money Show in Atlanta 
and took their “Introduction to Grading” class; since then 
I have taken both the ANA intermediate and advanced 
grading classes. I mention these classes because as I have 
expanded my grading expertise simultaneously I have 
enhanced my joy in numismatics. If the opportunity arises 
to attend an ANA sponsored grading class you will greatly 
benefit from the experience. 


I focus on US silver coinage from the 1880’s to 1964; 
additionally, I enjoy German Notgeld and Canadian 
coinage. Notgeld paper notes can be an inexpensive work 
of art. Like many collectors, I enjoy the history behind the 
coin and the fact that no matter how much knowledge you 
acquire there is more to learn, much more! 


After joining MCCA in 2014, I volunteered to work the 
GNA coin show, helping with registration, GNA raffle, 
dealer check-in, YN activities, and assisting with an 
“Introduction to Grading” class. I encourage GNA members 
to volunteer during the GNA show or a local coin show 
experiencing the behind the scenes activities before enjoy 
the rest of the day on the Bourse floor. When the need arose 
for a temporary GNA Secretary, I volunteered and shortly 
thereafter the position became permanent. As a member 
of GNA, I have enhanced my enjoyment of numismatics, 
experienced this hobby with new friends and discovered 
new areas of interest that I never knew existed. 


All the Best, 
Marvin Dudek 


DALTON 


Gold & Silver Exchange 





Specializing in: 
Premium Quality Certified U.S. Coins 
Morgand Dollars (Certified, GSA’s and Redfields) 
Dahlonega & Charlotte Gold 


Buy - Sell - Trade 





Contact us if you have gold or silver coins to sell. 
We are a respected, professional dealer with numerous numismatic refrences! 


www.DaltonGoldSilver.com 
dgse@daltongoldsilver.com 
108 South Hamilton Street 
Dalton, Ga 30720 
706-226-3504 


rS& A46NGC 


AUTHORIZED DEALER ALTHORIZED DEALER 





Grant Campbell 


ANA Life Member LM-5193 
BRNALM 2076 
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“Did You Know...” 


By: Chip Cutcliff 


.. that Wampum was Legal Tender in the 
MassachusettsBay Colony from 1650 to 1661? The 
Indigenous peoples of the area originally used 
Wampum as a status symbol or for ceremonial 
purposes. French and English traders recognized the 
value as a trade item and as early as the 1620’s were 
trading with Wampum for firs and native products. It 
was So widely used that it was awarded legal tender 
status in 1650, with a set value: solid white wampum 
(quahog clam shells, usually) were valued at 8 per 
pence, 24 for 3 pence, 96 for 12 pence (a shilling) and 
480 for 5 shillings. The beads were strung together. 
Solid Purple beads had twice the value of white ones. 
The Boston Mint opened in 1652 (the Pine Tree 
Shillings) and a shift in trade practices during the 
1850's towards products in the East Indies (where 
there was more profit to be made than in furs) caused 
a decline in the use of Wampum and the removal 

of its legal tender status in 1661. Wampum was still 
accepted in trade for another 120 years with no set 
value, and did not have a legal tender status. It was 
first mass produced in 1812 and its trade value was 
now expressed in dollars and cents. Wampum was 
used in limited fashion up until 1890, when most of 
the native people that still desired it had been moved 
out of the area onto reservations in the west. 


.. there are a number of ways to determine whether 
the 1893-S Morgan Dollar you're looking at with an 
eye to purchase is genuine or not. The 1893-S dollar 

is considered the rarest of Morgan’s in low grade and 
the key to the series. It has the lowest mintage of any 
Morgan at just 100,000 coins, and that’s how many 
were made, not how many survive today. We know 
that there was just one obverse die and two reverse 
dies used to make the coin, making the obverse 
unique to the 1893-S. There are 4 markers you can 
look for: The easiest is that the “1” in the date lines 

up centered directly over the denticle below it. If it 
doesn’t, it’s not an authentic 93-S. There’s a die gouge 
in the right foot of “R” in “Liberty” that is referred to 
as the “Rabbits Ears”, a raised die mark that runs thru 
the crossbar of the “T” in the center, and a number of 
die gouges that are just under the cap or in the top of 
the hair. This is always a key coin for this series, and 
if you're not absolutely sure it has the diagnostics, buy 


one that has been graded by a third party to protect 
yourself. 


.. that coins attributed to the 1622 wreck of the 
Nuestra Senora de Atocha (most commonly referred 
to as just “The Atocha” today) command greater 
prices than in the past? The Atocha sank off the 
Florida Keys on September 6, 1622 after departing 
from Havana Cuba two days earlier. She was part 

of the 28-ship Tierra Firme Fleet that was sailing 
well into the hurricane season after running months 
behind scheduled departure due to the immense 
amount of treasure that had to be loaded. The Atocha 
was carrying at least 40 tons of gold and silver, as 
well as 70 pounds of emeralds. Although the Spanish 
recovered some of the treasure from sister ships 

that went down in the storm, the Atocha was never 
discovered. That is, until 1985, when part of Mel 
Fisher’s search group located the wreck area after a 
16 year search. Jewelry, religious artifacts, gold and 
silver bars, gems stones, gold coins and silver coins 
were raised from 55 feet of water, where they had lain 
for 363 years. Sale of the recovered material began 
immediately to reimburse investors as well as pay 
for business expenses and taxes. You are able to buy 
an original 8 Reale coins with pictured Certificate 

of Authenticity (COA) and embossed seals for $300 
at Atlanta area dive shops, sometimes these come 
directly from Fisher family members. The “Loaf” 
silver bars (poured bars in the shape of a loaf of 
bread) weighing 60-70 pounds each can be purchased 
for $3,000 each, and Gold 8 Escudo coins start at 
$3,000 each. Today, after 31 years, the 8 Reale silver 
pieces can be found for $500-$1,000, the 8 Escudo 
gold coins start at $15,000 or more, and I don’t know 
that there are any of the “loaf” silver bars currently 
available. If you're interested enough in treasure to 
consider a purchase, I suggest that you deal with 
only established sources of the material, and always 
check the COA to confirm that it its original and 

the black and white picture attached has a raised 
embossed seal. Without this certified provenance the 
wreck-recovered items are considered “generic” and 
have minimal value. Mel Fishers favorite saying was 
“Today’s the day!” 


Maybe your day is coming soon! 


~The Numismatic Gallery, LLC ~ 


‘‘Northwest Georgia’s Gold & Silver Center” 


Buying gold, silver, Morgans, PCGS, NGC, 
Proof and Mint Sets, all forms of currency. 


TOPPRICES PAW 


1070 North ran ch St. Suite — - 
Cartersville, GA 
Offite Phone ( 38720109. 
Cell Phones (770) 241-3297... ~ 
y Patt bine et | 


toll So bt 
. So Zz - "Da 

a @ . 

~ .2 


. = 
~a 


_* ‘sBusiness Hours: 
Sine or; mod “Monday-Friday: 70:00am-5:00%m 

NARGIS ah Saturday: By appointment only 

es CNARECARUIN e. x Sunday: Closed 
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Competitive Exhibit Winners 


First Place Awards 
Gold Rush Gallery, Inc. Large | 1960 Mardi Gras Medals, Badges Cindy Wibker Uncirculated Liberty Head 
Exhibit - and Pins Half Eagle ($5) gold coin 


1st Place Senior 
Gold Rush Gallery, Inc. Small | 25" Anniversary of the Official State | Richard Jozefiak Uncirculated Liberty Head 


Exhibit - of Alaska One Ounce, Silver Proof Half Eagle ($5) gold coin 
1st Place Senior Medallions 
(1989-2014) 


Junior- 1° Place WWII OPA Tokens Eason Barrineau $250 in GNA Currency to 
spend at the show 


Second Place Awards 
Norman Boggs Sr. Memorial James Oglethorpe on Georgia Cur- Clay Barrineau UNC Morgan and 
Award rency and Bonds Peace Dollar 
Large Exhibit - 


Norman Boggs Sr. Memorial Four important coins of the new Cindy Wibker UNC Morgan and 


Award Small Exhibit - Testament Peace Dollar 
2" Place Senior 


Junior- 2° Place United States Issued Coins and Cur- Hampton Barrineau $150 in GNA Currency to 
rency of WWII spend at the show 


Third Place Awards 
Sandy Martin Memorial Life of Theodore Roosevelt Jim Kolmus High grade large cent 
Award 
Large Exhibit - 


Therese Schafluetzel Memo- | Georgia’s 1862 $5 Treasury Note, A Claybourne Barrineau | High grade large cent 
rial Award common note with an uncommonly 

Small Exhibit - high number of numismatic varieties 

3rd Place Senior 


Junior- 3rd Place Small Cent Extravaganza Ethan Kolmus $100 in GNA Currency to 
spend at the show 











VISIT OUR AWARD WINNING CLUB 


: ; Foreign PERSONAL INVESTMENT COUNSELING 
Metropolitan Coin Club of Atlanta ee FOR THE 
Meeting at 7 PM on the Ist and 3rd Saturday of each month Medallions NUMISMATIC INVESTOR/COLLECTOR 
North DeKalb Cultural Arts Center Appraisals 





5339 Chamblee-Dunwoody Road Numismatic | MICHAEL GONZ ALEZ 


» Collectibles Professional Numismatist 


Dunwoody, Georgia 30338 


oc 2 





Paper Money " 
All Collectors Welcomed! Silver Dollars : 
Educational programs/fellowship/refreshments Mint & Proof Sets M BK Precious Metals, LLE : 
Free appraisals/50-70 lot auction Custom Minting Cell: 423-991-6982 » Fax: 706-935-2664 
For further isfounation Estate Jewelry mike@mkpreciousmetalsllc.com 
ali 710 R06 5616 sews wwwaicent Gig Diamonds P.O. Box 1510 « Ringgold, GA 30736 
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By: Norman Thomas 


The Oregon Trail Memorial Half Dollar was first 
issued in 1926 and then intermittently through 
1939. It was issued by the Oregon Trail Memorial 
Association to commemorate the 2,000 mile 
long Oregon Trail and the 400,000+ pioneers 
who traveled the trail to the west coast. It was the 
first commemorative to be struck at the Denver 
Mint and at all three mints. A typical mint state 
example for a type set can usually be obtained for 
less than $200.00. 





Early fur traders and mountain men laid the 
beginnings of the Oregon Trail from the early 
1810s through the early 1840s. John Astor, of 
the American Fur Company, funded a fur trading 
expedition in 1810 that established the basis of 
the trail. They proved that the route along the 
Snake River plain across to the Columbia was 
passible with minimal improvement by wagon. 
The early trail was not much more than a horse 
trail or foot path; but by 1836, when the first 
migrant wagon train went west, a wagon trail had 
been laid as far west as Fort Hall, in present day 
southwest Idaho. 


The eastern end of the trail was anchored 
at Independence, Missouri, although many 
immigrants joined the tail as far west as Fort 
Kearny, Nebraska. Many of the other trails west 
used the Oregon Trail as the initial portion of the 
other trail, such as the California Trail and the 
Mormon Trail. 








Overland Route to 
California 


Santa Fe Trail 
Old Spainish Trail 


Most travelers traveled in wagons know as 
Prairie Schooners which were about half the size 
of the larger Conestoga; weighing about 1,300 
pounds empty with a load capacity of about 1,100 
pounds and a cost of $85 to $175. About 70% of 
the wagons were pulled by oxen team, which were 
stronger, easier to train, survived the trip better 
and were cheaper than horses or mules, $25 to 
$85 per yoke compared to $600 for horses. Food 
for four people for the six month trip cost about 
$150. The trip would take an average 4 1/2 to 5 
months but it could take longer. 


The trip was long and drought with danger; 
heat, prairie fires, hypothermia, drowning at river 
crossings, and being run over by the wagon to 
name a few. It is estimate between 4% and 5% of 
those that traveled the Oregon Trail died. Disease 
was the main killer with cholera killing an 
estimated 3% of the travelers followed by Indian 
attacks which rose during the years of the Civil 
War when the troops were pulled back east. 





Continued on page 11 
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A Numismatic Eye on History 
Continued from Page 10 


The number of travelers using the trail started 
to decrease in the 1850s with the increase in boat 
passage to San Francisco. Then fell off rapidly 
after completion of the transcontinental railroad 
in 1869. Use of the trail came to a complete end 
with the completion of a railroad along the same 
route by the Union Pacific Railroad in 1884. 





Oregon’s numismatic history does not end here. 
Gold was first discovered in Oregon in 1849, with 
the first commercially viable gold found at Rich 
Gulch in south central Oregon. The discovery of 
gold in Oregon lead to the private mintage of gold 
coins at Oregon City. The mint only produced 
the money, known as Beaver Money, for a period 
of six months before the governor closed the 
mint. Beaver money was struck in $5 and $10 
denominations. An example of a $5 coin sold at 
auction in 2011 for $62,500. 


About an 80 mile drive up the Columbia 
River Gorge is the town of The Dalles, which 
has a special place in the numismatic history 
of Oregon. When a second discovery of gold 
occurred in western Oregon in 1861 at Canyon 
City, The Dalles became an important trading 
center for the gold miners. Early after this 
discovery of gold, Wells Fargo transported the 





gold dust by boat to San Francisco. This was 
inconvenient and the loss with all of the handling 
of the gold dust created a demand for a mint 

in Oregon. By Act of Congress, July 4, 1861, a 
branch mint at The Dallas on the Columbia River 
was established. The act appropriated $100,000 
for construction of the mint. 


Because of the political situation and the lack of 
interest by the Secretary of the Treasury, Hugh 
McCulloch, no immediate action was taken to 
build the mint. In 1866 McCulloch sent an agent 
to check on the titles of the property donated for 
the mint. Even after the agents report McCulloch 
still refused to take any action towards getting the 
mint started. On June 27, 1868, The Mountaineer 
announced that the mint would be built, but it 
was not until 1869 that construction actually got 
started. As it would happen by 1869 the flow of 
gold in western Oregon started to dwindle. This 
along with the completion of the transcontinental 
railroad and the discovery of gold in Colorado 
had the Secretary of the Treasury looking for a 
more central location for a new mint. In June 
of 1870 the construction of the mint building in 
The Dalles was stopped. The building still stands 
today and is a restaurant and brewery. 


1 
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DODOOOODOOOODDOOCO RO OCR ODO OOOH 9 POD ODO PO DOOORD 9 JO PO JOO) 9 JO FCO SO OOD JS] SOO DODO JO OORD SO POSER SOO DR JO}PO DO SOS D OPO OOOO OD] - 


AUGUSTA COIN CLUB 2017 FALL SHOW 


Buy/Sell Gold, Silver, Rare Coins (US/World), Currency Tokens, Medals, 


Ancient Coins, Exonumia, Jewelry, Collectibles, and Coin Supplies 


QO 


Novemner 17" & 18" New Columbia County Exhibition Center 
Open 9am to 5pm 212 Partnership Drive 
Grovetown, GA 30813 
Free Admission and Parking Less than 1 mile off 1-20 on exit 190 
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NOTICE OF STANDARD POLICY 


The Georgia Numismatic Association (GNA) hereby establishes a policy regarding lost or mislaid property which is subsequently found 
and turned in at any GNA-sponsored event. The policy is as follows: 


A statement that property has been found will be made in the next GNA newsletter. 
GNA will hold the property for 60 days from the date of the newsletter’s publication. 
Anyone who believes that he or she has lost property at a GNA event must write to the Association at the following address: 
Georgia Numismatic Association, P.O. Box 76161, Atlanta, GA 30358-1161 


lf the person who writes GNA Is able to sufficiently identify the property, it will be returned. If, within the 60-day period, no one claims 

the property or is able to identify it sufficiently to assure GNA of rightful ownership, GNA will, at the discretion of its Board of Directors, 

either (1) donate the property to an appropriate charity, or (2) put it to a use consistent with the Association’s purposes or in a manner 
otherwise beneficial to GNA’s membership. 


GNA assumes no liability for any lost or mislaid property left unclaimed for more than 60 days, 
or for any other property brought to a GNA sponsored event. 
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A Spoil of the Spanish-American War 


A Recent Discovery tells One of the Greatest Controversies in American Naval History 


By: Jack Schley 


It is acommon idiom in numismatics that if coins 
could only talk, how much more influential our hobby 
could be in understanding the past. In a particular 
manner of thinking, coins do indeed speak to us about 
history. Coins; being objects that have endured the 
passage of time, allow those of us in the present to 
feel and see the very same object as someone from a 
time before our own. Coins that are accompanied by a 
personal history can act as a portal, for the fantastically 
imaginative amongst us, to a time, place, and people far 
before those of now. 


One such coin is a particular piece minted in Madrid, 
Spain in 1881. This One Peseta silver coin depicting 
Spanish King Alfonso XII was recently discovered 
in an unclaimed bank safe deposit box in Columbus, 
Georgia. The single coin was found housed in a bank 
envelope with a description written in pencil, “This coin 
taken from Crystable Colon of the Spanish ships sunk 
by Admiral Schley. This coin kept and given by John 
McDonald.” 


The Crist6bal Colon was an armored cruiser of the 
Spanish Navy that was deployed for service around Cuba 
during the Spanish-American War of 1898. The United 
States had declared war with Spain after the mysterious 
sinking of the U.S. battleship Maine. A conflict ensued 
over a sphere of influence dispute; the U.S. believing 
that Spanish control over Cuba was infringing on the 
United States’ domain in the western hemisphere. The 
war was primarily a sea based ordeal, with a few land 
skirmishes in Cuba which included such soldiers as 
Theodore Roosevelt and the Rough Riders. 


The Colon ship of Spain belonged to the fleet of 
Admiral Pascual Cervera, and was commanded by 
Captain Emilio Diaz Moreu. On May 19 of 1898 Admiral 
Cervera harbored his fleet at Santiago de Cuba, which 
was later blockaded by the American Naval fleet under 
the command of Admiral William T. Sampson on May 
27, 1898. This resulted in the confinement of the Spanish 
fleet in Santiago Bay. Sporadic engagements between the 
U.S. and Spanish fleets at Santiago influenced Admiral 
Cervera in determining that the only alternative to 
surrendering to the Americans was to run the blockade 
and head for the open sea; this being considered a viable 
option with seemingly four American ships missing from 


the blockade on July 3. 


The USS Newark, flag ship of Commodore Watson, 
along with the New Orleans, the Suwanee, and the 
Massachusetts had all departed from the blockade 
for Guantanamo to take on more coal. The USS New 
York, flagship of Admiral Sampson, also departed 
on an administration matter, and disappeared from 
signaling sight. These departures left Admiral Winfield 
Scott Schley as the highest-ranking officer, and thus in 
command of the U.S. fleet remaining at Santiago. 


Gazing out into the harbor on July 3, 1898, Admiral 
Schley observed suspicious behavior of the Spanish 
fleet for a Sunday morning. Stationed onboard the 
USS Brooklyn, word reached Schley that the Spanish 
were attempting to run. Through his looking glass, the 
Admiral could see that the Spanish ships: Infanta Maria 
Teresa, Viscaya, Cristobal Colon, and the Oquendo 
were steaming out of the harbor in the direction of the 
Brooklyn, which at that time was separated from the rest 
of the U.S. fleet that began to rain shot on the Spanish. 


The Infanta Maria Teresa and the Oquendo headed 
off in the direction of the Brooklyn so as to shield the 
Cristobal Colon from any prevention of its escape to the 
sea. Both of the shielding ships caught fire, as a result 
of heavy pounding from the American fleet’s long guns. 
Beginning to sink, the ships turned into the beach. 

The Viscaya turned so as to ram the Brooklyn and a 
Shell hit the loaded torpedo tube of the Spanish vessel. 
The resulting explosion blew out a large portion of the 
Viscaya’s hull. After continued bombardment, it too 
turned into the shore. 


With the Colon seemingly too far out and too fast to 
be caught, Admiral Schley made the decision to steam 
up the Brooklyn’s engines and take a chance at ending 
the whole conflict that afternoon by catching the Colon. 
After a few shots from the USS Oregon, together with 
fire from the Brooklyn, the last Spanish ship turned 
ashore- to the sheer astonishment of the entire U.S. 
fleet. Captain Cook of the Brooklyn was sent by Schley to 
the Colon, and once aboard he and his men accepted the 
surrender of Spanish Captain Moreu. 


At that time the New York, bearing Admiral Sampson, 
reappeared on the horizon and would not acknowledge 
the flag signals of the Brooklyn, which read, “The 


Continued on page 15 
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A Spoil of the Spanish-American War 
Continued from Page 13 


enemy has surrendered.” The New York positioned 
itself between the Brooklyn and the surrendered Colon, 
so as to receive Captain Cook as he returned from the 
captured ship. In so doing, Admiral Sampson received 
the surrender aboard the New York. All men present 
during the battle accredited the victory to Admiral 
Schley, but the officers on board the New York reasoned 
that Admiral Sampson was to be given the victory as he 
was of a higher rank. 


Reporters from the New York were dispatched to send 
a cable to Washington DC with the news of the victory, 
and Admiral Sampson ordered Schley and the Brooklyn 
to head out and meet a supposed Spanish battleship 
approaching Santiago. Following his orders, and 
departing from the scene of his victory, Admiral Schley 
discovered the approaching ship to be a neutral Austrian 
vessel. 
Admiral Sampson vilified Schley for his actions at 
and before Santiago, which included disregarding 
maneuvering orders. Sampson convinced others in 
Washington of Schley’s infractions to the point that 
there were discussions of Court Marshal, but the overall 
victory and public image of the battle prevented this. In 
an attempt to defend his own honor, Schley requested a 
Court of Inquiry to evaluate his actions at Santiago. 


The court, composed of other Admirals including 
George Dewey, opened in September of 1901, three years 
after the battle in question. Sailors and Commanders 
present at Santiago were interviewed about the events 
of the day. Admiral Sampson persisted that the victory 
belonged to him as he had held command of the fleet for 
the entirety of its presence at Santiago, and had planned 
for months the tactics of engaging the Spanish fleet. He 
was, however, ashore during the battle that Admiral 
Schley commanded. The Court of Inquiry ultimately 
ruled that Schley had acted ill fittingly for his rank, with 
no disciplinary action to be taken. However, Admiral 
Dewey submitted a personal statement with the final 
verdict that praised Admiral Schley for his leadership. 
This statement also accredited Schley with the 
destruction of the Spanish fleet, leading to the pursuit 
of peace by Spain, and effectively ending the Spanish- 
American War. 


These proceedings, coupled with the fact that the 
United States had emerged more globally powerful at 
the close of the conflict, endeared Admiral Schley to the 
American public. His name spread across the country 
and was honored by the naming of roads, communities, 
and even newborn babies after him. There were also 
calls made by the public for Schley to run for the 
presidency. An engineer who served on the New York 
while at Santiago wrote in 1902, “Our government did 
a great wrong when they took the honor away from 
Schley... Schley was there at the start and first at the 
finish and Sampson not at either.” Admiral Schley died 
in 1911 and was buried with much ceremony in Arlington 
National Cemetery. Even so, the official records still 
favored Admiral Sampson, but it was Winfield Scott 
Schley who ultimately won the hearts of the American 
people as the “Man who ended the war with Spain.” 


On a roster of the crew members aboard the Brooklyn 
at the time of the battle at Santiago is listed a “J. J. 
McDonald, Apprentice ist Class.” With this knowledge, 
along with the penciled in details of the paper envelope 
that this coin was found in, it could be interpreted 
that J. J, or John, McDonald- a crew member of the 
Brooklynask one of the captured men from the Colon to 
surrender something from his pockets, and turning out 
this coin, McDonald took it as a spoil of war. This coin 
would have been in common circulation back in Spain 
at that time. Furthermore, the details reveal that this 
coin was present in the pocket of the enemy on board 
the Cristobal Colon when Admiral Winfield Scott Schley 
led the charge that ended the United States’ war with 
Spain in 1898 at Santiago, Cuba. If only this coin could 
talk, perhaps we could hear of another primary source 
account of the battle from a Spanish sailor’s perspective, 
and whom they would say defeated their navy. 
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- We Build Fine Collections 
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- Auction Consignment Consultation 





- Auction Representation 


- Professional Appr aisals Unique 1787 "EB" on breast 
and Photography Brasher Doubloon from the 
Gold Rush Collection 
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Mint Experts 


Call Al Adams 
404-630-1861 


Gold Rush Gallery, Inc. 
P.O. Box 38 - Dahlonega, Georgia 30533 
(404) 630-1861 - Fax: (706) 867-0516 
Info@GoldRushGallery.com - www.GoldRushGallery.com 





Meet Al Adams at many shows nationwide. 


Current Inventory and Show Schedule On-line at www.GoldRushGallery.com 





